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Sir: 

Pursuant to the Pre-Appeal Brief Conference Pilot Program, and further to the 
Examiner's Final Office Action dated May 4, 2009, Applicant files this Pre-Appeal Brief 
Request for Review. This Request is also accompanied by the filing of a Notice of Appeal. 

Applicant turns now to the rejections at issue: 

Claims 1, 3, 7, 8, 10, 11, 16, 17, 19, and 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over U.S. Patent No. 6,652,293 to Fuchs et al. ("Fuchs") in view of U.S. 
Patent No. 5,443,403 to Weidler et al. ("Weidler"). 

Independent claims 1 and 3 recite a board side connecting portion and a terminal side 
connecting portion formed at a proximal end of a housing, and at least one discrete connection 
terminal disposed in the housing and having a proximal end which is exposed on the board side 
connecting portion and a distal end which is exposed on the terminal side connecting portion, 
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wherein the proximal end of the discrete connection terminal forms electrical connection to a 
circuit board which is provided on the board side connecting portion, and the distal end of the 
discrete connection terminal forms electrical connection to at least one conductor of a flat cable 
at the terminal side connecting portion. 

The Examiner alleges that Fuchs discloses all of the features of independent claims 1 and 
3 except for a flat cable configuration allegedly disclosed by Weidler. Applicant respectfully 
submits that the Examiner broadly construes the Fuchs reference in a manner which is 
inconsistent with the claim language. 

In particular, the Examiner construes the pocket 25 formed in the interior of the 
connector body 1 8 of Fuchs as the claimed board side connecting portion formed at a proximal 
end of the housing, and construes the wiring seats 34, which are also formed in the interior of the 
connector body 18, as the claimed terminal side connecting portion formed at a proximal end of 
the connector housing. Further, contact 16 of Fuchs passes through the printed circuit board 22 
into a wire 14 of cable 15 at the interior of the connector body 1 8, not at a proximal end of the 
housing as required by the claims. 

Thus, the alleged board side and terminal side connecting portions of Fuchs, which the 
Examiner improperly construes, are positioned in the interior central portion of the connector 
body 18, not located at a proximal end of the connector housing as required by the claims. In 
addition, the Examiner construes connection terminal 16 as having a distal end 27 and a proximal 
end 28. However, contrary to the Examiner's construction, it can clearly be seen from the figures 
of Fuchs that the split and spread portion 28 which the Examiner construes as the proximal end 
of the connector 16 is not a proximal end of the connection terminal forming an electrical 
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connection to a circuit board as required by the claims. Rather, the portion 28 of the connector 
16 identified by the Examiner is formed in a middle portion of the connector 16. Thus, Fuchs 
fails to disclose or suggest all of the features alleged by the Examiner. Figure 3 of Fuchs is 
reproduced below for convenience. 



Since the combined references fail to disclose or suggest all of the claimed features, 
Applicant respectfully submits that the rejection of independent claims 1 and 3, and their 
dependent claims 7, 8, 10, 11, 16, 17, 19, and 20 over the combination of Fuchs and Weidler is in 
error and should be withdrawn. 

Claim 4 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being unpatentable over Fuchs in view of 
Weidler and U.S. Patent No. 5,238,426 to Arnett ("Arnett"). The Examiner alleges that Arnett 
discloses the claimed mounting portion and retainer for mounting the housing to a receiving 
member. 
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Claim 4 contains features analogous to the features recited in claims 1 and 3, therefore 
the arguments set forth above for claims 1 and 3 regarding Fuchs and Weidler apply as well to 
claim 4. Applicant respectfully submits that Arnett does not cure the deficiencies of Fuchs and 
Weidler with respect to the above-described features of the board side and terminal side 
connecting portions of the present invention. Since the combined references fail to disclose all 
of the claimed features, the rejection of claim 4 over the combination of Fuchs, Weidler, and 
Arnett is in error and should be withdrawn. 

Claims 5, 6, 9, 12, 18, and 21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Fuchs, Weidler and Arnett, as applied to claim 4 and further in view of Archer 
(US 5,125,852). The Examiner alleges that Archer teaches the mounting and retaining features 
claimed in the dependent claims. 

Dependent claims 5, 6, 9, 12, 15, 18 and 21 incorporate the above-noted features of a 
board side connecting portion and a terminal side connecting portion of claim 4 which, as 
established above, are not disclosed or suggested by the combination of Fuchs, Weidler and 
Arnett. Archer does not cure these deficiencies of the Fuchs- Weidler-Arnett combination. 

The Examiner relies on Archer only to allegedly disclose that peripheries of a mounting 
hole are held between a collar and a distal end of a housing after it has been mounted in the 
retainer. However, Archer is silent as the above-noted features which are deficient in the Fuchs- 
Weidler- Arnett combination. 

Since the combined references fail to disclose or suggest all of the claimed features, the 
rejection of claims 5, 6, 9, 12, 15, 18 and 21 over the combination of Fuchs, Weidler, Arnett and 
Archer is in error and should be withdrawn. 
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In view of the above, Applicant respectfully submits that the cited references, 

individually or in combination fail to disclose or suggest at least the features of "a board side 

connecting portion and a terminal side connecting portion formed at a proximal end of said 

housing," and "at least one discrete connection terminal disposed in the housing and having a 

proximal end which is exposed on the board side connecting portion and a distal end which is 

exposed on the terminal side connecting portion, . . . wherein the proximal end of said discrete 

connection terminal forms electrical connection to a circuit board which is provided on the board 

side connecting portion, and the distal end of the discrete connection terminal forms electrical 

connection to at least one conductor of the flat cable at the terminal side connecting portion," as 

recited by the independent claims and incorporated into the dependent claims by virtue of their 

dependencies. 

Applicant respectfully submits that the rejections of claims 1-21 are in error and should 
be withdrawn for at least these reasons. 
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